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Improving Hispanic Attain-

ment in South Texas: Building 

Community among the Highs 

School, the Community Col-

lege, and the University is a 

cooperative arrangement 

between Coastal Bend College 

and the University of Houston

-Victoria.  We are in the third 

year of a five year grant 

funded through the U.S. De-

partment of Education.  

 

The project is designed to 

provide needed services and 

programs aimed at keeping 

the educational pipeline open 

to Hispanic, low -income and 

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  u n d e r -

represented students who 

attempt a baccalaureate de-

gree.  Goals of the project 

include:  1. Expanding out-

reach, admissions, and reten-

tion capacities; 2. Increasing 

student persistence and 

transfer rates; 3. Building 

distance learning capacities; 

and 4. Increasing educational 

attainment up to the Bache-

lorõs level. 

 

The project has three compo-

nents.  Component I will fo-

cus on outreach to six high 

schools, a summer student 

success òboot campó, and a 

first year experience which 

includes a. course pairings of 

English and Psychology 

classes focused on improving 

writing skills through the 

exploration of the Mexican 

American experience, b. 

counseling sessions, c. uni-

versity visits, and d. mentor-

ing.  

                                            

Component II will focus on 

building community CBC and 

UHV professionals through 

the improvement of distance 

learning infrastructure and 

joint faculty training leading 

to three levels of distance 

learning certificates. Compo-

nent III consists of an online 

mentoring program which will 

bridge the distance between 

UHV and CBC students to 

close the gaps between the 

community college to the 

university.  
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Cougar Camp 2009ɀ Prepping the new Cougars at CBC 

Starting college can be intimi-

dating, confusing, and over-

whelming, but not for the  

students who participated in 

the two Cougar Camps held in 

April 2009 on the Beeville and 

Alice campuses.  

The Beeville Cougar Camp was 

held on April 15, 2009, and 

over 40 students took part in 

the days activities. Students 

were treated to a welcome 

breakfast where Title V Direc-

tor Nick Cardenas gave them 

an overview of the dayõs 

events.  The first session was 

about topics such as the 

FAFSA application, student 

life, and college. Other ses-

sions conducted by CBC fac-

ulty and staff covered impor-

tant information on WebCT, Cam-

pus Connect. social networking, 

and emotional intelligence.  To 

wrap up the day, students had 

lunch, played games, and regis-

tered for their fall classes.  

The Alice Cougar Camp was on 

April 24, 2009, and over 40 stu-

dents also attended this camp. 

Alice Campus Director Dr. Rito 

Silva welcomed the energetic stu-

dents to a fun, productive day on 

his campus. Alice faculty and staff 

presented the same sessions/

topics that the Beeville students 

attended.  

òI am so happy I attended Cougar 

Camp. I am registered for my fall 

classes, and I donõt know how I  

would have figured this out other - 

wise,ó said Tiffany Benavides, a 

senior at Alice High School.  

Did you miss out on the Cougar 

Camps in April? No need to 

worry, you can still attend the 

third camp. It will be on Tues-

day, July 7, 2009 on the Beeville 

campus.  

How do you apply? Simply print 

out pages 5 and 6  of this news-

letter, and mail them to:  

Kelly Rea 

Title V Outreach Coordinator  

3800 Charco Road  

Beeville, Texas 78102  

Questions? Contact Kelly Rea at 

361 -354 -2529  

 

Cougar Bridges 2008-2009: Bridging to a 4-Year University 

Department, to name a few. 

Students met their mentors at 

an orientation breakfast, and 

they sought out their advice 

and guidance to set them on 

the right  path.  

In the spring, students visited 

UTSA and Texas A&M Kings-

ville to learn about transfer 

opportunities available to 

them.  

Interested in being in the 

2009 -2010 Bridges program? 

Contact Monica Cruz at 361 -

3 5 4 - 2 4 3 2  o r  e - m a i l 

mcruz@coastalbend.edu  

Cougar Bridges is designed to 

create a positive first -year 

experience for freshman col-

lege students by pairing a 

group of 8 -10 students per 

campus in the same English 

class all year long. Students 

take Fundamentals of Gram-

mer and Composition in the 

fall, and progress to English 

Composition and Grammar in 

the spring. They also are all 

enrolled in Learning Frame-

works class designed to polish 

up the skills necessary to suc-

ceed in college.  

Students in the Bridges pro-

gram should have aspirations 

of transferring to a 4 -year 

university, and we try to help 

with this goal by pairing them 

up a mentor in their field of 

interest as well as having stu-

dents attend a Transfer Con-

ference and a campus tour.  

Over 15 students participated 

in Bridges this school year, 

and they were paired with 

mentors from Christus Spohn 

Hospital, Bishop ISD, Beeville 

ISD, Texas A&M Kingsville, and 

the Atascosa County Sheriffõs 


