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Drafting Body Paragraphs: 
Purpose-Based Organization Strategies 

Cause-Effect  
 
There are many different strategies designed for organizing specific types of body paragraphs, 
including cause-effect, problem-solution, comparison-contrast and chronological. You must 
identify the purpose of the paragraph before you begin writing and then seek out the appropriate 
organizational strategy for writing a paragraph with that specific purpose. This handout 
discusses the cause-effect strategy in detail. 

 
First, there’s one thing you should know about this handout and its connection to 
another Academic Center handout. This handout is best used in conjunction with the 
Academic Center handout Drafting Body Paragraphs: CECC: An Internal Organization 
Strategy, which discusses a method of paragraph development that focuses on claim, 
evidence, commentary and conclusion. The CECC method accounts for the labeling in 
brackets of the example paragraphs in this handout. These labels in brackets are merely 
meant to show how each purpose-based organization strategy also corresponds with the 
CECC method.  

 
Cause-effect paragraphs seek to illustrate the relationship(s) 
between two or more events by revealing why or how 
something happened. Therefore, it’s not enough simply to 
state the cause(s) and the effect(s). The cause-effect paragraph 
should be organized in a way that focuses on the 
connection(s) between the cause(s) and the effect(s). Keep in 
mind that there are several ways to develop a cause-effect 
paragraph: you can discuss how one cause led to one effect, 
how one cause led to several effects, how several causes led to 
one effect, or many other variations of the process. 
Furthermore, a cause and effect relationship may not 
necessarily be explained in its entirety in a single paragraph. 
If the process that is being described is quite detailed or 
complicated, a paragraph block might work better.  

A paragraph block is a series of 
several paragraphs which share 
the same topic sentence. The 
paragraph block has the same 
basic function as a single 
paragraph – to explore a main 
idea in detail. A paragraph block 
is used when the main idea being 
covered features several different 
components or is especially 
detailed. The paragraph block 
will still follow the same 
organizational pattern; the 
content will just be revealed over 
the course of several paragraphs 
rather than contained within a 
single paragraph. 

 
Regardless of the way that you choose to develop a cause-effect paragraph or paragraph block, 
the following organizational structure can apply:  
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