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Drafting Body Paragraphs: 
CECC: An Internal Organization Strategy 

 
While many writers know that paragraphs begin with a topic sentence, they may not be able to 
remember the other essential parts of a body paragraph. This handout is designed to help you 
organize the internal structure of the body paragraphs in your paper by using a formula known 
as CECC.   
 
The CECC formula may be used in combination with other purpose-based organizational 
strategies, including the cause-effect, problem-solution, comparison-contrast and chronological 
approaches to paragraph development, which are discussed in the Academic Center handout 
series entitled Drafting Body Paragraphs: Purpose-Based Organization Strategies. 
 
The CECC approach, designed by Penn State University writing tutors Trent Mikesell and 
Jamie Steck, is one of the most basic ways to organize the information in a body paragraph. This 
technique is easily adapted to most writing situations, and it works particularly well for literary 
analysis papers and persuasive research papers.  
 
CECC may also assist writers who have trouble deciding when and how 
to integrate source material into their papers. 
 
So, what does the abbreviation CECC stand for? Let’s take a look at the 
model that follows.  
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